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made plain, he was unable to look for any effective
support from the churches or other organised com-
munities in the Colony. But Sir Ransford Slater
had powerful allies in the effort he intended to
make. He knew that public opinion in Great
Britain would in the long run support him. He had
before him the Memorandum drawn up by the
former Governor, Dr. Maxwell, dealing with the
steps which should be taken to increase the wealth
of Sierra Leone, and in the forefront of the " con-
crete proposals " made by Dr. Maxwell to the
Secretary of State, was the emphatic declaration
that the first and most important measure was the
aboli&bn of slavery:
" At first sight," said Dr. Maxwell, " this is a political
question ; it is also, however, a most important economic
one, and properly handled the results would be far-
reaching and beneficial, though it would be some time
before they took effect. It is unnecessary to elaborate
the point that slave labour is wasteful labour. This has
been proved repeatedly in all parts of the world, and
does not require to be dwelt on further." x
There was one other factor which clearly made a
considerable impression on Sir Ransford Slater,
namely, the slow rate at which the redemption of
slaves was taking place.
A glance at the figures of the number of slaves
and the rate of redemption will show the serious-
ness of this feature of the situation, and the powerful
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